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Our learning Intention

I am learning how to support my child when reading at 
home.



Success Criteria
I will know I have been successful if I:

❖ Understand the importance of reading at home
❖ Am familiar with how reading is taught in the early years at DPS

❖ Understand the type of texts being used to teach reading 
❖ Can use the Decodable Readers’ Australia platform



Why should I read with & to my child at home?

•



English new Curriculum
The approach to reading must be:

Systematic, explicit phonics instruction 



So how many sounds are there 
in Australian English?

Indonesian Approx 33 

Portuguese Approx 37 

Greek Approx 34



Let’s hear how phonemic awareness and phonics link with reading:

44 sounds of Australian English

https://www.literacyhub.edu.au/search/phonemic-awareness-44-sounds-video/


DPS follows the DoE’s 
phonics scope & sequence K-2

K-2 Phonics sequence
s a t p i n m d g o c k ck e u r h b

f/ff l/ll ss z/zz sh ch th th ng y -y j v ve w wh x q/qu

i_e a_e o_e u_e oi oy ou ow oa ow ai ay ee ea e oo ew a_e*

ai* ay* a ey ea e_e* ea* ee* e* ey -y i_e* ie i -y* igh o_e* oa*

ow* o oe ar a or ore oor aw u_e* ue oo* ew* ough oe ou* ow* ea

oy* oi* er ir ur or ear u oo oul er ar or j* g ge dge tch

air are ear ough ar al kn gn sh* ch ear eer In year 2 we consolidate and move into 
morphology and complete the extended code



These are all the graphemes that 
represent the long a phoneme



What is blending? 

https://www.decodablereadersaustralia.com.au/pages/sor-learning-lounge-series-2


Blending Practice
‘It’s your turn!’



Decodable Texts



Decodable Texts



What to do if your child gets stuck!



Fluency  Frees up their attention to focus on the meaning  of the text

Fluency (nsw.gov.au) 

- Model reading with fluency every day for students

- Give opportunities to read aloud every day

- Use a variety of strategies: repeated reading, paired 
reading, choral reading, continuous reading, reader’s 
theatre, reciting poetry

- Monitor and assess reading rates regularly throughout 
the term - even during learning from home!

- Ensure oral reading is an integral part of homework and 
currently home learning with Wushka.

Do – Encourage finger pointing to track, or a small 
piece of cardboard to focus attention

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/literacy-and-numeracy/teaching-and-learning-resources/literacy/effective-reading-in-the-early-years-of-school/fluency


Quality Texts 
At DPS, we also have a strong focus on developing student vocabulary, 

comprehension and background knowledge.
In K-6, we read quality texts focusing on building meaning through deep 

understanding. 
We link writing activities to these quality texts. 



Home Reading: decodable texts
Students learning basic and extended code in phonics will bring 
home decodable books to practise sounds they are learning in 

class. 

Students have access to DRA (Decodable Readers Australia) 
online.



Decodable Readers Australia (DRA) 

https://draonline.com.au/
https://draonline.com.au/


Home Reading: What comes after 
decodable texts?

All other reading schemes have been newly organised into 
categories based on their complexity (simple, predictable, 

moderately complex, complex).



Home Reading: Fluency

We want your child’s 
reading to sound like they 

are talking. 



Home Reading session
1. Book cover: Talk about predictions with looking at 

illustrations and title
2. Get ready to read: Warm with sounds, word warm up and 

sight words
3. Start reading: support your child with positive comments as 

they read, assist if they get stuck using the prompt poster
4. Check for understanding: Talk and ask questions about the 

story and illustrations.



https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers/learning/english/english-tips/learning-to-read/reading-with-your-child



NSW Student Learning Library

https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers/initiatives/nsw-student-learning-library#/


For further tips on supporting your child in English:
https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers/learning/english/english-tips 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-and-carers/learning/english/english-tips


Thank you!

Thank you for supporting the partnership 
between school and home to help our kids. 


