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Aim and Purpose: 
 

The purpose of this handbook is to provide an overview of the different courses covered within 

Grades 9&10 at Lae International School. The handbook also covers some important information 

regarding the assessment, homework, uniform, and behaviour expectations of the school. 

At Lae International School we aim to ensure that all students reach their best potential. To do that 

we ensure that the delivery of subject content is founded in evidence and research. This handbook 

includes some further information regarding the psychology of learning and the latest research 

around methods that can support students in their development. 

There are 10 principles of learning that underpin the quality teaching and learning that takes place in 

the school. 

 

At Lae International School we use these principles of instruction to support the teaching and 

learning that happens during lessons. 



   

Lae International School Quality Teaching Principles 

 

 



   

How children learn 

 

Above are some specific strategies that can support students when learning new content. Research 

spanning 40 years supports these strategies; at the school our quality teaching principles align with this.



   

Assessment Policy 
Our assessment policy is included in the student diary of all students. Assessment in Grades 9&10 aims 

to be: 

 Aligned with curriculum and pedagogy. 

 Equitable for all students. 

 Evidence-based, using established standards and continua to make defensible and comparable 
judgments about students’ learning. 

 Ongoing, with a range and balance of evidence compiled over time to reflect the depth and 
breadth of students’ learning. 

 Transparent, to ensure confidence in the processes used, the information obtained and the 
decisions made. 

 Informative of where students are in their learning. 

 
High-quality assessment is characterised by three attributes: 

 Validity, through alignment with what is taught, learnt and assessed. 

 Accessibility, so that each student is given opportunities to demonstrate what they know and 
can do. 

 Reliability, so that assessment results are consistent, dependable or repeatable. 
 

Questions regarding the policy should be directed to the Heads of Campus, Deputy Principal or 
Principal. 
 
To ensure the assessment policy is consistently applied it will be revisited at the beginning of each 
semester in home room classes. 

 
Key processes will be revisited: 

 When the assessment calendar is published. 

 When each task is handed to students. 

 In the school’s newsletter and by email in response to phases of the assessment cycle. 
 

Students are expected to: 

 Engage in the learning for the subject or course of study. 

 Produce evidence of achievement that is authenticated as their own work. 

 Submit responses to scheduled assessment on or before the due date (this includes written, 
spoken and produced tasks). 

 
Due dates for final responses are published in the assessment calendar. Due dates for checkpoints, 
drafts and final submissions will be made explicit on all assessment tasks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The assessment calendar will provide the due date of all summative tasks. These due dates will: 

 Provide sufficient working time for students to complete the tasks. 

 Be clear to teachers, students and parents/carers. 

 Be consistently applied. 

 Be clearly communicated by the end of Week 3 each term. 
 
Students are responsible for: 

 Recording due dates in their diaries. 

 Planning and managing their time to meet the due dates. 

 Informing the school as soon as possible if the due date for any assessment task is unlikely to 
be met so that appropriate procedures can be put in place. 



   

Homework Expectations 
Lae International School values the role of homework in further developing all of our students to 
ensure they all reach their best potential. There has been much research worldwide on the impact of 
homework in primary and secondary school. It is widely accepted that homework that is meaningful 
and time appropriate for different grade levels has a significant positive impact on the progress of 
students. The homework supplied is designed to promote forgetting and retrieval of information from 
the long term memory. Students may work on content that was taught during the week, the week 
before, or even the month before. This ensures that students are systematically strengthening their 
ability to retrieve the knowledge acquired in lessons throughout the year. Homework gives students 
the opportunity to develop the IEA key outcome of analysing and solving problems. Students will 
develop their independent self-regulation and metacognitive skills ensuring they are able assess their 
own progress whilst planning, doing, and evaluating performance on homework tasks. 

Aims: 

1. To encourage children to establish a routine of regular work.  

2. To give children practice and immediate reinforcement of work conducted at school. 

3. To give feedback to parents as to the type of work their child is doing at school and to gauge the 
success of that work. 

4. To give a guide to the teacher if further assistance or teaching is required in that area. 

5. Allow children to organise their time around other activities. 

 
Types of homework: 

Type Definition Example 

Completion In the event that there is incomplete work 
from the lessons student may asked to 
complete it at home. 

Students have planned and begun to 
write a short story using their plan. 
The stories are unfinished but 
students are well equipped to 
complete the independently. 

Practice The homework is designed to practice the 
skills taught during the lesson. 

Students have been taught a specific 
equation in science. The teacher 
supplies them with a question sheet 
with questions relating to the use of 
the equation. 

Preparation Homework is given to prepare students for 
the content to be taught in an upcoming 
course of lessons. 

A teacher supplies students with a 
knowledge organiser that gives an 
overview of the different areas to be 
taught. This gives students some 
initial exposure to the learning prior 
to explanations and modelling. 

Extension Any homework that requires to students to 
further research the application of a current 
topic being taught. This type of homework is 
designed to expand on classroom learning. It 
often requires students to think critically, be 
creative, and problem solve. 

Having learnt about rhythm in music. 
The teacher asks students to 
research and explore some examples 
of how the rhythm in popular music 
can impact a listeners emotions and 
feelings. 

 



 

Guidance for homework time allocation throughout the school: 

Grade Time Recommended per evening 

1 20 minutes and 15 minutes reading 

2 20 minutes and 15 minutes reading 

3 20 minutes and 15 minutes reading 

4 40 minutes and 20 minutes reading 

5 40 minutes and 20 minutes reading 

6 40 minutes and 20 minutes reading 

7 1.5 hours and 1 hour reading 

8 1.5 hours and 1 hour reading 

9 2 hours and 1 hour reading 

10 2 hours and 1 hour reading 

11 2.5 hours and 1 hour reading 

12 2.5 hours and 1 hour reading 

Advice to students: 

 Students should inform their teachers if they are finding it difficult to cope with the homework 

demands. As stated above, any consideration of extension of deadlines requires advanced 

warning. If they simply do not complete the work, then it will be recorded as not completed. 

 If students find it difficult to understand what is expected of them when the teacher sets the 

homework in class, they need to ensure they ask for the task to be re-explained. This will ensure 

all students have clarity of what they need for homework completion. 

 Where work is set with a deadline that is several days or a week away, students are advised to 

record it and plan the days that they are going to use to complete it. This will prevent them 

leaving it to the last minute and having a large amount of work to complete.  

 Students should maintain a good balance - sport, music and other interests are all important 

parts of their educational lives. However, school work should take precedence over other 

external activities. 

 Students are encouraged to speak to their teachers about any uncertainties that they may have. 

Advice to parents/carers: 

 Wherever possible, make sure that you have a set time when your child completes their 

homework, and monitor this period. 

 Students who are distracted by other activities (such as computer, games etc) and start their 

homework late will finish it late. 

 Try to remove distractions during this time - make sure that students have a quiet, well 

organised space to complete their work. 

 Try to discuss your child’s homework with them - discuss deadlines, how they are going to meet 

them, what is expected etc. Not only will this allow you to understand the demands of the 

curriculum, but you will also be better placed to help them if they run into trouble. 

 It is vital that the students have the chance at home to focus on their school work. 

 Encourage a balanced lifestyle. Students that have an opportunity to express themselves or to 

keep fit by playing sport are more likely to be able to focus on their work at home. 

 Contact the teacher if you have any concerns. The best way to avoid problems is to open up 

dialogue sooner rather than later.



   

Behaviour Expectations 
It is expected that all students attending the Lae International School follow the school’s positive 
behaviour policy. This policy is aligned to the five IEA key outcomes: 
 

1. Behave Ethically – We exhibit appropriateness in any given context and situation 

2. Work Collaboratively – We develop good relationships with others and work cooperatively to 
achieve common goals 

3. Communicate Effectively – We process received information and respond appropriately in a range 
of contexts 

4. Self-Directing – We develop positive visions, initiate ideas and contribute meaningfully. 

5. Analyse and Solve Problems – We are critical thinkers and adaptable to solve problems in 
increasingly complex ways 

 

In the school we take the STEPS to success: 

 

 

LIS students are expected to: 

 Complete schoolwork in class and at home to the best of my ability 

 Abide by the rules of the school as set by the LIS Positive Behaviour Policy  

 Wear the correct school uniform in a neat and tidy manner both during school time and outside 
of school 

 Speak in a respectful manner to my classmates and teachers 

 Safe usage of computers and other technology devices as per the LIS Positive Behaviour Policy 

 Submit mobile phones to the office if bought to school 

 Refrain from alcohol, cigarettes, illegal drugs and any other banned substances during any 
school event 

 Refrain from any form of bullying, teasing or intimidation of my classmates as per the LIS 
Positive Behaviour Policy. 

Self-directed

Teamwork

Ethical

Problem 
Solving

Speaking



   

Uniform Policy 
A school’s dress code can play an important role in promoting a positive image of the school and 

creating a sense of identity. Wearing the school uniform is expected of all students from Prep – Grade 

12. Uniforms can be purchased through the school office. 

Aims:  

1. To foster and enhance the public image of the school 
2. To assist in building school and team spirit and pride 
3. To encourage equity amongst students 
4. To assist students to understand that society has dress and safety codes 

Implementation 

It is a condition of enrolment that students will wear the correct uniform. Students who are unable to 

wear the uniform on any particular day should bring a note of explanation from their parent / 

guardian. A school cap / hat is available as part of the uniform and should be worn during sporting 

activities. 

 

 

Note: 

 Students with PE on Friday should change into their house shirt. 

 Uniforms are compulsory and students are encouraged to take pride in themselves and their   
uniform 

 Appropriate footwear is essential and thongs are not permitted 

 No T-shirts are to be visible underneath the uniform 

 No bleached/faded shorts/shirts; missing buttons are to be replaced 

Grooming: 

 Fingernails are to be clean; no nail polish 

 Teeth must be brushed 

 No make-up (of any kind) is to be worn 

 Long hair (shoulder length or longer) is to be tied back 

 Hair is to be trimmed neatly. No rasta, rats tails, etc. 

 



Personal Accessories: 

 One pair of earrings can be worn (studs or sleepers only) 

 A watch may be worn 

 No bracelets of any kind are to be worn including promotional rubber wrist bands 

 No rings are to be worn 

 A religious necklace such as a small cross or medal is permitted; Rosary beads or scapulas 
should not be seen; no beaded necklaces or bracelets. 



   

PNG Lower Secondary Syllabus 
The PNG National Examinations are compulsory for all students in Grade 9&10. The National Curriculum 

Statement states that education in Papua New Guinea is outcomes based. The school offers the 

following subjects towards the national exams.  

Mathematics 
Broad learning outcomes  

The Mathematics broad learning outcomes are statements that identify the knowledge, skills, attitudes 

and values all students achieve or demonstrate by the end of Grade 10. The broad learning outcomes for 

Mathematics are listed below. Students can:  

1. Demonstrate an understanding of traditional and contemporary mathematics in Papua New 
Guinea  

2. Identify and apply mathematical skills in everyday life  

3. Investigate and solve mathematical problems  

4. Communicate mathematical processes and results, both orally and in writing  

5. Undertake investigations individually and cooperatively in which mathematics can be applied to 
solve problems. 

 
The strands describe the dimensions of the subject. They are broad, organising structures that define 
ways of approaching learning in mathematics. They incorporate cross-curriculum learning and skills and 
are woven through the units within Mathematics. The content of the mathematics subject area is 
organised into five strands – number and application, shape and space, measurement, chance and data, 
and patterns and algebra. Each syllabus unit focuses on one or two of these strands. Students who 
complete the Lower Secondary Mathematics units will have achieved the broad learning outcomes in all 
of the strands. 

 



English 
Broad learning outcomes  

The English broad learning outcomes are statements that identify the knowledge, skills, attitudes and 

values all students achieve or demonstrate at the end of Grade 10. The broad learning outcomes for 

English are listed below. Students can:  

1. Use and understand English structures and forms according to rules and conventions for 
functional and creative purposes. 

2. Communicate ideas and information in a variety of ways (written, oral, and visual) according to 
purpose, audience and context.  

3. Respond to and analyse a variety of texts on a range of issues from Papua New Guinea and the 
world.  

4. Respond to and value different cultures through the study of literature and other texts. 
 

The English syllabus is organised into units using the three strands; reading and viewing, writing and 
listening and speaking. In these units students will use a range of texts and show understanding of these 
texts by exploring the contexts in which they are produced and critically analysing different 
perspectives. The study of English is important for making meaning of texts. As students produce and 
engage with these texts they develop multiple strategies as readers, viewers, writers, listeners and 
speakers. 

 

 



 



   

 

Science 
Science broad learning outcomes  

The Science broad learning outcomes are statements that identify the knowledge, skills, attitudes and 

values all students should achieve or demonstrate at the end of Grade 10. The broad learning outcomes 

are linked to the unit learning outcomes. Students can:  

1. Demonstrate an understanding of fundamental scientific principles and models.  

2. Apply scientific thinking, process and motor skills to ask questions, investigate and find 
solutions. 

3. Compare traditional and contemporary science methods used to generate and verify knowledge 
and explain natural phenomena.  

4. Communicate findings of scientific investigation in a variety of ways. 

5. Analyse past, present and future scientific developments and their socio-economic and 
environmental impact, and make informed decisions. 

 

 



Personal Development 
Broad learning outcomes  

The Personal Development broad learning outcome are statements that identify the knowledge, skills, 

and attitudes and values all students should achieve or demonstrate at the end of Grade 10. The broad 

learning outcomes for Personal Development are listed below. Students can:  

1. Demonstrate an understanding of and apply knowledge and skills for healthy, physical, social, 
emotional and spiritual living.  

2. Develop knowledge and skills to understand and manage issues and safety including HIV and 
AIDS.  

3. Demonstrate an understanding of a range of physical activities and participate in them to 
improve fitness.  

4. Clarify personal values, attitudes, beliefs and behaviour and recognize factors that influence 
them.  

5. Demonstrate an understanding of issues related to gender, ethnicity, culture and universal 
values.  

6. Demonstrate an understanding of the process and skills of conflict resolution in a variety of 
situations. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Social Science 
Broad learning outcomes  

The Social Science broad learning outcomes identify the knowledge, skills, attitudes and values all 

students achieve or demonstrate at the end of Grade 10. The broad learning outcomes for Social Science 

are listed below. Students can:  

1. Communicate ideas and information in a variety of ways.  

2. Explain the relationships between people, space, places and events through time. 

3. Explain the relationships between natural and built environments in Papua New Guinea and the 
world.  

4. Demonstrate an understanding of issues relating to sustainable, ethical allocation and 
management of resources.  

5. Apply the social science skills of inquiry, observation, classification, recording and interpreting.  

6. Demonstrate understanding of personal responsibilities in relation to a sustainable society and 
environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ICT 
Broad learning outcomes  

The Design and Technology subject field broad learning outcomes are statements that identify the 

knowledge, skills, attitudes and values all students should achieve or demonstrate by the end of Grade 

10. The broad learning outcomes for the Design and Technology subject field are:  

1. Use the design process to produce appropriate solutions.  

2. Apply safe and appropriate codes and practices in the classroom.  

3. Apply knowledge and understanding of processes through identifying, selecting and using 
various materials or systems.  

4. Demonstrate a range of practical skills and techniques.  

5. Evaluate the appropriateness of materials or systems used to produce a product.  

6. Communicate ideas and information in a variety of ways. 
 

The course includes: 

Principles and Practice 

Computer Basics 

Word Processing 

Presentation graphics 

Spreadsheets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Business Studies 
Business Studies expands on the current Commerce course, enabling students to study a wide range of 

concepts not only for commerce but to develop knowledge and skills for the world of business. There 

are four core units and three optional units in Grade 9 and five core units and three optional units in 

Grade 10. All students in Grade 9 must complete the four (4) core units and choose two (2) units from 

the options available. All students in Grade 10 must complete the five (5) core units and study one (1) 

option unit. 

 

 

Further information on the PNG courses 
 
PNG Standard Based Education (SBE) School Syllabus and Teachers Guides - Papua New Guinea 
Education News (pngfacts.com) 

 
 

https://edu.pngfacts.com/png-education-resources/png-standard-based-education-sbe-school-syllabus-
and-teachers-guides 

 

https://edu.pngfacts.com/png-education-resources/png-standard-based-education-sbe-school-syllabus-and-teachers-guides
https://edu.pngfacts.com/png-education-resources/png-standard-based-education-sbe-school-syllabus-and-teachers-guides


   

Cambridge International Examinations 

English first language 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mathematics 

 

 

 



Combined Science 
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Other Activities 
 

 During the year students will participate in PE and Sports Activities. 

 Students will engage in the school’s annual STEM Fair. 

 Throughout the year the school has themed weeks such as book week and sustainable 
week, all students in Grade 9 will participate in this. 

 Grade 9 will have the opportunity to attend a trip, this will focus on an opportunity to 
develop within the five key IEA outcomes through our STEPS to success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 


