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Aim and Purpose: 
 

The purpose of this handbook is to provide an overview of the different courses covered within 

Grades 7 & 8 at Lae International School. The handbook also covers some important information 

regarding the assessment, homework, uniform, and behaviour expectations of the school. 

At Lae International School we aim to ensure that all students reach their best potential. To do that 

we ensure that the delivery of subject content is founded in evidence and research. This handbook 

includes some further information regarding the psychology of learning and the latest research 

around methods that can support students in their development. 

There are 10 principles of learning that underpin the quality teaching and learning that takes place in 

the school. 

 

At Lae International School we use these principles of instructions to support the teaching and 

learning that happens during lessons. 



   

Lae International School Quality Teaching Principles 

 

 



   

How children learn 

 

Above are some specific strategies that can support students when learning new content. Research 

spanning 40 years supports these strategies; at the school our quality teaching principles align with 

this.



   

Assessment Policy 
Our assessment policy is included in the student diary of all students. Assessment in Grades 7 & 8 

aims to be: 

 Aligned with curriculum and pedagogy. 

 Equitable for all students. 

 Evidence-based, using established standards and continua to make defensible and 
comparable judgments about students’ learning. 

 Ongoing, with a range and balance of evidence compiled over time to reflect the depth 
and breadth of students’ learning. 

 Transparent, to ensure confidence in the processes used, the information obtained and the 
decisions made. 

 Informative of where students are in their learning. 

 
High-quality assessment is characterised by three attributes: 

 Validity, through alignment with what is taught, learnt and assessed. 

 Accessibility, so that each student is given opportunities to demonstrate what they know 
and can do. 

 Reliability, so that assessment results are consistent, dependable or repeatable. 
 

Questions regarding the policy should be directed to the Heads of Campus, Deputy Principal or 
Principal. 
 
To ensure the assessment policy is consistently applied it will be revisited at the beginning of each 
semester in home room classes. 

 
Key processes will be revisited: 

 When the assessment calendar is published. 

 When each task is handed to students. 

 In the school’s newsletter and by email in response to phases of the assessment cycle. 
 

Students are expected to: 

 Engage in the learning for the subject or course of study. 

 Produce evidence of achievement that is authenticated as their own work. 

 Submit responses to scheduled assessment on or before the due date (this includes 
written, spoken and produced tasks). 

 
Due dates for final responses are published in the assessment calendar. Due dates for checkpoints, 
drafts and final submissions will be made explicit on all assessment tasks. 
 
The assessment calendar will provide the due date of all summative tasks. These due dates will: 

 Provide sufficient working time for students to complete the tasks. 

 Be clear to teachers, students and parents/carers. 

 Be consistently applied. 

 Be clearly communicated by the end of Week 3 each term. 
 
Students are responsible for: 

 Recording due dates in their diaries. 



 Planning and managing their time to meet the due dates. 

 Informing the school as soon as possible if the due date for any assessment task is 
unlikely to be met so that appropriate procedures can be put in place. 

Homework Expectations 
Lae International School values the role of homework if further developing all of our students to 
ensure they all reach their best potential. There has been much research worldwide on the impact 
of homework in primary and secondary school. It is widely accepted that homework that is 
meaningful and time appropriate for different grade levels has a significant positive impact on the 
progress of students. The homework supplied is designed to promote forgetting and retrieval of 
information from the long term memory. Students may work on content that was taught during 
the week, the week before, or even the month before. This ensures that students are 
systematically strengthening their ability to retrieve the knowledge acquired in lessons throughout 
the year. Homework gives students the opportunity to develop the IEA key outcome of analysing 
and solving problems. Students will develop their independent self-regulation and metacognitive 
skills ensuring they are able assess their own progress whilst planning, doing, and evaluating 
performance on homework tasks. 

Aims: 

1. To encourage children to establish a routine of regular work.  

2. To give children practice and immediate reinforcement of work conducted at school. 

3. To give feedback to parents as to the type of work their child is doing at school and to gauge 
the success of that work. 

4. To give a guide to the teacher if further assistance or teaching is required in that area. 

5. Allow children to organise their time around other activities. 

 
Types of homework: 

Type Definition Example 

Completion In the event that there is incomplete work 
from the lessons student may asked to 
complete it at home. 

Students have planned and begun 
to write a short story using their 
plan. The stories are unfinished but 
students are well equipped to 
complete the independently. 

Practice The homework is designed to practice the 
skills taught during the lesson. 

Students have been taught a 
specific equation in science. The 
teacher supplies them with a 
question sheet with questions 
relating to the use of the equation. 

Preparation Homework is given to prepare students for 
the content to be taught in an upcoming 
course of lessons. 

A teacher supplies students with a 
knowledge organiser that gives an 
overview of the different areas to 
be taught. This gives students some 
initial exposure to the learning prior 
to explanations and modelling. 

Extension Any homework that requires to students to 
further research the application of a 
current topic being taught. This type of 
homework is designed to expand on 
classroom learning. It often requires 
students to think critically, be creative, and 
problem solve. 

Having learnt about rhythm in 
music. The teacher asks students to 
research and explore some 
examples of how the rhythm in 
popular music can impact a 
listeners emotions and feelings. 



Guidance for homework time allocation throughout the school: 

Grade Time Recommended per evening 

1 20 minutes and 15 minutes reading 

2 20 minutes and 15 minutes reading 

3 20 minutes and 15 minutes reading 

4 40 minutes and 20 minutes reading 

5 40 minutes and 20 minutes reading 

6 40 minutes and 20 minutes reading 

7 1.5 hours and 1 hour reading 

8 1.5 hours and 1 hour reading 

9 2 hours and 1 hour reading 

10 2 hours and 1 hour reading 

11 2.5 hours and 1 hour reading 

12 2.5 hours and 1 hour reading 

 

Advice to students: 

 Students should inform their teachers if they are finding it difficult to cope with the 

homework demands. As stated above, any consideration of extension of deadlines requires 

advanced warning. If they simply do not complete the work, then it will be recorded as not 

completed. 

 If students find it difficult to understand what is expected of them when the teacher sets the 

homework in class, they need to ensure they ask for the task to be re-explained. This will 

ensure all students have clarity of what they need for homework completion. 

 Where work is set with a deadline that is several days or a week away, students are advised 

to record it and plan the days that they are going to use to complete it. This will prevent 

them leaving it to the last minute and having a large amount of work to complete.  

 Students should maintain a good balance - sport, music and other interests are all important 

parts of their educational lives. However, school work should take precedence over other 

external activities. 

 Students are encouraged to speak to their teachers about any uncertainties that they may 

have. 

Advice to parents/carers: 

 Wherever possible, make sure that you have a set time when your child completes their 

homework, and monitor this period. 

 Students who are distracted by other activities (such as computer, games etc) and start their 

homework late will finish it late. 

 Try to remove distractions during this time - make sure that students have a quiet, well 

organised space to complete their work. 

 Try to discuss your child’s homework with them - discuss deadlines, how they are going to 

meet them, what is expected etc. Not only will this allow you to understand the demands of 

the curriculum, but you will also be better placed to help them if they run into trouble. 

 It is vital that the students have the chance at home to focus on their school work. 

 Encourage a balanced lifestyle. Students that have an opportunity to express themselves or 

to keep fit by playing sport are more likely to be able to focus on their work at home. 

 Contact the teacher if you have any concerns. The best way to avoid problems is to open up 

dialogue sooner rather than later.



   

Behaviour Expectations 
It is expected that all students attending the Lae International School follow the school’s positive 
behaviour policy. This policy is aligned to the five IEA key outcomes: 
 

 Behave Ethically – We have good morals and ethics that guide our behaviour choices 
 Work Collaboratively – We understand each other and work together to achieve common 

goals  
 Communicate Effectively – We understand various social settings and adapt how we express 

our feelings and ideas  
 Self-Directing – We set high standards and assume responsibilities which are achievable  
 Analyse and Solve Problems – We are adaptable to solve problems in increasingly complex 

ways 
 

In the school we take the STEPS to success: 

 

 

LIS students are expected to: 

 Complete schoolwork in class and at home to the best of my ability 

 Abide by the rules of the school as set by the LIS Positive Behaviour Policy  

 Wear the correct school uniform in a neat and tidy manner both during school time and 
outside of school 

 Speak in a respectful manner to my classmates and teachers 

 Safe usage of computers and other technology devices as per the LIS Positive Behaviour 
Policy 

 Submit mobile phones to the office if bought to school 

 Refrain from alcohol, cigarettes, illegal drugs and any other banned substances during any 
school event 

 Refrain from any form of bullying, teasing or intimidation of my classmates as per the LIS 
Positive Behaviour Policy.

Self-directed

Teamwork

Ethical

Problem 
Solving

Speaking



   

Uniform Policy 
A school’s dress code can play an important role in promoting a positive image of the school and 

creating a sense of identity. Wearing the school uniform is expected of all students from Prep – 

Grade 12. Uniforms can be purchased through the school office. 

 

Aims:  

1. To foster and enhance the public image of the school 
2. To assist in building school and team spirit and pride 
3. To encourage equity amongst students 
4. To assist students to understand that society has dress and safety codes 

Implementation 

It is a condition of enrolment that students will wear the correct uniform. Students who are unable 

to wear the uniform on any particular day should bring a note of explanation from their parent / 

guardian. A school cap / hat is available as part of the uniform and should be worn during sporting 

activities. 

 

 

Note: 

 Students that have PE on Friday should come to school in normal school uniform and 
change into their house shirt. 

 Uniforms are compulsory and students are encouraged to take pride in themselves and 
their uniform. 

 Appropriate footwear is essential and thongs are not permitted. 

 No T-shirts are to be visible underneath the uniform. 

 No bleached/faded shorts/shirts; missing buttons are to be replaced. 

Grooming: 

 Fingernails are to be clean; no nail polish. 

 Teeth must be brushed. 

 No make-up (of any kind) is to be worn. 

 Long hair (shoulder length or longer) is to be tied back. 

 Hair is to be trimmed neatly. No rasta, rats tails, etc. 

 



 

Personal Accessories: 

 One pair of earrings can be worn (studs or sleepers only). 

 A watch may be worn. 

 No bracelets of any kind are to be worn including promotional rubber wrist bands. 

 No rings are to be worn. 

 A religious necklace such as a small cross or medal is permitted; Rosary beads or scapulas 
should not be seen; no beaded necklaces or bracelets. 

 

 



Upper Primary Curriculum 

English 
 

The ultimate aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of literacy by 

equipping students with a strong command of the written and spoken word, and to develop their 

love of literature through widespread reading for study, research and enjoyment.  

The National English Curriculum aims to ensure that all students:  

 Read fluently, accurately and expressively with understanding;  

 Develop the habit of reading, for both pleasure and information;  

 Acquire a wide range of vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of 
linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language;  

 Write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in a range of 
contexts, purposes and audiences;  

 Elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas of a wide range of texts through 
different genre types; 

 

 

These are some methods that teachers can use to assess students’ performance in English lessons.  

 Observing students during the lesson.   

 Conferencing with students. 

 Students Portfolio.  

 Tests.  

 Assignment (projects/reports/quizzes/presentations/practical work samples). 
 



Maths 
 

The overall aim of mathematics is to nurture individuals to be mathematically literate in order to 

identify and understand mathematical related phenomena and concerns and be able to generate 

mathematical thinking, competence and confidence in the application of mathematics, and 

appreciation of the subject. Use knowledge of numbers and their relationships to investigate a range 

of different contexts. 

The overarching goal of the mathematics curriculum is to ensure that all students will achieve a level 

of mastery of mathematical proficiencies and knowledge that will serve them well in life, and 

nurture the passion for living that emphasizes scholastic ability, a rich heart and mind and the 

harmony of healthy body as envisioned in vision 2050.  

Students should develop an ability to: 

1. Identify, interpret, describe and represent various functional relationships to solve problems 
in real and simulated contexts.  

2. Measure and use appropriate techniques and instruments to estimate and calculate physical 
quantities. 

3. Interpret, describe and represent properties of relationships between 2-dimensional shapes 
and 3-dimensional objects in a variety of orientations and positions.  

4. Demonstrate the application of statistical knowledge and probability to communicate, 
justify, predict and critically analyse findings and draw conclusions.  

5. Describe and explain the interrelationships between mathematical concepts.  

6. Apply mathematical procedures including technological resources to solve practical 
problems in familiar and new contexts.  

7. Communicate mathematical processes and results.  

8. Undertake mathematical tasks individually and/or cooperatively in planning, organising, and 
carrying out mathematical activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Organisation of units: 

 

 



Science 
Aims  

For students to understand and appreciate the interconnectedness between the physical, biological 

and technological world and have the knowledge, skills and values to make decisions in relation to 

the sustainable management and the use of the resources for the benefit of all. 

The Grades 6,7 & 8 Science subject aims to develop appropriate and positive attitudes and relevant 

skills to enable students to solve problems and make informed decisions about their future. Their 

intellectual development is foremost for a fast developing nation. 

Students will be able to: 

 Develop scientific knowledge and methods to solve problems in daily situations.  

 Acquire basic scientific concepts to help them understand themselves and the world around 
them. 

 Use practical experiences to understanding the importance of sustainable development 
practices in their own environments. 

 Learn about and appreciate the interdependence of all living things in the environment. 

 Develop skills, habits of mind and attitudes necessary for scientific inquiry.  

 Use their experiences to build on their interest in and stimulate their curiosity about their 
environment. 

 

 

Assessment methods: 

These are some methods that teachers can use to assess students’ performance in Science lessons.  

 Observing students during the lesson  

 Conferencing with students  

 Profiles  

 Tests  

 Assignments (projects/reports/quizzes/presentations/practical work samples) 
 



Social Science 
Aims  

The aim for the Social Science Standard Based Curriculum (SBC) is to enable and encourage students 
to examine issues, respond critically and creatively and make informed decisions as individuals and 
as citizens of Papua New Guinea and of an increasingly inter-dependent world. 

The Social Science curriculum provides opportunities for students to explore multiple approaches 
that may be used to analyze and interpret their own world and the world of others. Social Science 
presents unique and particular ways for students to view the interrelationships among Earth, its 
people, and its systems. The knowledge, skills, and attitudes developed through the Social Science 
curriculum empower students to be informed, responsible citizens of Papua New Guinea and the 
world, and to participate in the democratic process to improve society. 

 

 
 

Assessment methods: 

These are some methods that teachers can use to assess students’ performance in Social Science 

lessons.  

 Observing students during the lesson  

 Conferencing with students  

 Profiles  

 Tests  

 Assignments (projects/reports/quizzes/presentations/practical work samples) 
 

 

 



Health – Physical Education 
Aims  

The ultimate aim of HPE is to develop students’ capacity to enhance personal health and wellbeing, 

enjoy an active lifestyle, maximize movement potential and advocate lifelong health and physical 

activity. To achieve the overall aim, teaching and learning must be focused on the important HPE 

concepts, processes, skills, values, and attitudes. 

Students will develop:  

 Physically, intellectually, emotionally, morally, spiritually, and socially;  

 The basic life skills needed to develop resilience and a secure identity and sense of self, 
through opportunities to learn adaptive, management, and coping skills, to practise 
communication skills, to learn how to build relationships and interact positively with others, 
and to learn how to use critical and creative thinking processes, problem-solving, and 
decision making;  

 The skills and knowledge that will enable them to enjoy being active and healthy throughout 
their lives, through opportunities to participate regularly and safely in physical activity and 
to learn how to develop and improve their own personal fitness;  

 The movement competence needed to participate in a range of physical activities, through 
opportunities to develop movement skills and to apply movement concepts and strategies in 
games, sports, dance, and various other physical activities;  

 An understanding of the factors that contribute to healthy development, a sense of personal 
responsibility for lifelong health, and an understanding of how living healthy, active lives is 
connected with the world around them and the health of others.  

 Acquire and use skills for creative and efficient movement in a variety of appropriate 
situations and circumstances;  

 Demonstrate proficiency in various sporting disciplines;  

 Develop and display teamwork skills necessary to engage in cooperative physical activities;  

 Develop and display appropriate leadership qualities;  

 Acquire basic survival skills;  

 Develop an awareness of and an appreciation for a safe and healthy environment;  

 Integrate HPE with other core subjects. 
 

 



Assessment methods: 

These are some methods that teachers can use to assess students’ performance in Health & Physical 

Education lessons.  

 Observing students during the lesson  

 Conferencing with students  

 Profiles  

 Tests  

 Assignments (projects/reports/quizzes/presentations/practical work samples) 
 

 



Making a Living 
Aims  

The overall aim of Making a Living is to nurture students to effectively manage their resources, 

design and create products, participate in business and economic activities, and communicate their 

creativity using different modes of communication. 

Students will be able to:  

 Develop basic knowledge, skills, values and attitudes required to make sound and informed 
decisions related to the organization and management of resources and human potential in 
order to satisfy individual needs and meet local and global demands.  

 Acquire and master essential preparedness skills required for more complex economic and 
technological knowledge and skills, and the application of these in real life situations.  

 Acquire technical knowledge and skills that will enable them to become creative, innovative 
and productive citizens capable of creating and promoting a sustainable way of living.  

 Calculate and manage income gained from small scale informal and formal businesses and 
appreciate the importance of budgeting and saving of income. 

 Acquire and apply experiential learning through technical skills in real life entrepreneurial 
and sustainable living situations. 

 Investigate, design, create and market products to meet human needs. 

 Identify and apply safety rules and techniques to manage available resource to improve 
quality of life. 

 Apply basic computing skills across all strands to enhance the learning of Making a Living 
content for meeting the digital community demands. 

 Appreciate and value crop and animal farming as an essential and relevant part of life.  

 Develop and show commitment and determination when undertaking practical projects. 

 Recognize and appreciate that technical skills and processes learnt can enhance their 
potential and ability to respond to human needs and live productive lives. 

 Recognize and appreciate that technical skills and processes learnt can enhance their 
potential and ability to respond to human needs and live productive lives. 

 

 

These are some methods that teachers can use to assess students’ performance in Making a Living 

Education lessons.  

 Observing students during the lesson  

 Conferencing with students  

 Profiles  

 Tests  

 Assignments (projects/reports/quizzes/presentations/practical work samples) 



Arts 
Aims  

The main rationale for Arts can be seen as a rich source of experiences during schooling by providing 

individuals with necessary skills, understandings and confidence to participate fully in the arts 

throughout their lives.  

The Arts offer opportunities to explore cultural and social issues such as respect for the environment 

and the maintenance of culture, customs and traditions. Participating in the Art classes also 

encourages positive attitudes such as respect, co-operation, caring, being independent, confident, 

being open minded, being responsible, taking the lead and being a problem solver. 

The Art subject is organised into two strands. Performing Arts and Visual Arts. Each strand is further 

organized into Units/Topics. There is a content standard for each topic and also prescribed 

performance standards. Safe practices to be practiced in an Art room are embedded into all units 

and topics. Each strand captures knowledge, skills and attitudes linked from one grade to the next. 

 

 

 



These are some methods that teachers can use to assess students’ performance in Arts lessons; 

 Observing students during the lesson. 

 Conferencing with students. 

 Student’s Portfolio. 

 Tests. 



Staff contacts for further information 
Further subject specific or school information can be provided from our teachers. 

Ms Peter – Upper Primary Phase Leader mpeter@lis.iea.ac.pg 

Mr Kubul – Grade 7/8 Teacher gkubul@lis.iea.ac.pg 

Ms Ignas – Head of Primary Campus vignas@lis.iea.ac.pg 

Mr Lyng – Whole School Deputy Principal dlyng@lis.iea.ac.pg 

Mr Neville – Principal gneville@lis.ies.ac.pg 
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